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FORUM ON EUROPE 2020 
AND THE WAY FORWARD



In 2018, 109.2 million people, or 21.7% of the population, in the 
European Union (EU) were still at risk of poverty or social exclusion.

This means that they were in at least one 
of the following three conditions: at risk of 
poverty after social transfers (income 
poverty), severely materially deprived or 
living in households with very low work 
intensity. 

After three consecutive increases between 
2009 and 2012 to reach almost 25%, the 
proportion of persons at risk of poverty or 
social exclusion in the EU has since 
continuously decreased to 21.7% last year, 
2 percentage points below its 2008 
reference-point and 0.7 percentage points 
below the 2017 level. 

Despite this fall from the peak in 2012 
(123.8 million people), only 8.2 million 
people (including Croatia) were lifted out 
of the risk of poverty or social exclusion 
compared to the 2008 baseline (116.1 
million excluding Croatia). 

This number remains at a distance from the 
Europe 2020 target: lifting at least 20 
million people out of the risk of poverty 
and social exclusion compared to the 
baseline. The reduction of the number of 
persons at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion in the EU is one of the key targets 
of the Europe 2020 strategy.



The Europe 2020 strategy -
EU’s agenda for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive 
growth - was adopted by 
the European Council in 
June 2010 with the aim to 
overcome structural 
weaknesses in Europe’s 
economy, improve its 
competitiveness and 
productivity and underpin a 
sustainable social market 
economy.

• The EU targets are set in the five thematic areas: 
employment – research & development (R&D) 
and innovation – climate change and energy –
education – poverty and social exclusion. EU 
Member States have translated these objectives 
into their national targets in order to reflect their 
situation and possibilities to contribute to the 
common goals. The end of the Europe 2020 life 
cycle is approaching, which makes monitoring as 
important as ever



This EAPN FORUM focuses on the progress achieved in the Employment 
and Social Domains under the EU2020 Strategy, the lessons learned 
from its implementation and explores the way forward

It examines the role of the European Semester and the implementation of the European Pillar 
of Social Rights through it. 

The Session discusses the positive and negative outcomes in a number of member states, and 
the overall EU, regarding the participation of people experiencing poverty and civil society 
organizations as well. 

The final part deals with the future of Social Europe, the need to implement and develop a coherent 10 year social and 
sustainable EU post 2020 Strategy refocused on ‘ending Poverty’, ensuring that the “Green” Deal is also “Social”, giving 
priority to social investment in strong welfare states (particularly an EU framework to ensure adequate minimum income 
as well as minimum/living wages, social protection and access to key public services as a social right) and mainstreaming 
the Social Development Goals through a rights-based approach.



National
networks: 
short 
assessment

1. Has your country reduced the AROPE rate? Did you meet the
AROPE headline target?

1.1. Are the results the same, similar or different for men and 
women?
1.2. What are the groups left out (children, youth, Roma, non EU 
citizens, etc.)

2. Has your country reached the target rate for early leavers
from education and training?

2.1. Are the results the same, similar or different for men and 
women?
2.2. Are there social or territorial differences?

3. Has your country reached the Employment target?
3.1. Are the results the same, similar or different for men and 
women?
3.2. What are the groups negatively affected?



Timetable

Registration: Before May 8th

Webinar (thorugh Zoom): 
Monday, May 18th

Hours: 3 pm to 6 pm (Brussels 
time)


