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Critical thinking approach

The term "media bias" implies a pervasive
or widespread bias contravening the
standards of journalism, rather than the
perspective of an individual journalist or
article. The direction and degree of media
bias in various countries is widely disputed.
Market forces that result in a biased
presentation include the ownership of the
news source, concentration of media
ownership, the selection of staff, the
preferences of an intended audience, and
pressure from advertisers. We can also
mention that government influence,
including overt and covert censorship,
biases the media in some countries.

We define “fallacy” as the use of invalid or
faulty reasoning, or "wrong moves" in the
construction of an argument.
Some fallacies are committed intentionally
to manipulate or persuade by deception,
while others are committed unintentionally
due to carelessness or ignorance.
The use of fallacious reasoning can provoke
a long-lasting bias, which once integrated
into the mainstream media might take form
of social representation.



Social representation
• French scientist Serge Moscovici originally coined the term “social
representation” in 1961. It is understood as the collective elaboration
"of a social object by the community for the purpose of behaving and
communicating". It is further referred to as "system of values, ideas
and practices with a twofold function.

First, to establish an order which will enable individuals to orient
themselves in their material and social world and to master it. Secondly
to enable communication to take place among the members of a
community by providing them with a code for social exchange and a
code for naming and classifying unambiguously the various aspects of
their world and their individual and group history".



Moscovici described two main processes by which the unfamiliar is made familiar: anchoring
and objectification. "Anchoring involves the ascribing of meaning to new phenomena –
objects, relations, experiences, practices, etc. – by means of integrating it into existing
worldviews, so it can be interpreted and compared to the "already known".

In this way, the threat that the strange and unfamiliar object poses is being erased. This can
be referred to a person or group of people. In this case, the process of objectification reduces
in a certain way the alterity gap. In the process of objectification, something abstract is turned
into something almost concrete.

Social representations, therefore, are depicted as both the process and the result of social
construction. In the socio-cognitive activity of representation that produces representations,
social representations are constantly converted into a social reality while continuously being
re-interpreted, re-thought, re-presented.
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Sweden's maternity-leave and paternity-leave policies are some of the most generous in the developed world.
Couples are required to split their parental leave, leading to the common sight of "latte dads" out and about, alone with 
their children. It's become frowned upon for fathers not to take their share of leave, in contrast to many other countries. 
Swedish parents are entitled to 480 days of paid parental leave, based on income. Each parent has an exclusive right to 90 
of those days.

https://www.businessinsider.com/category/sweden
http://www.businessinsider.com/category/maternity-leave
http://www.businessinsider.com/category/paternity-leave








Thank you!


